" Uneasy lies the head th at w ears the crow n" (Shakespeare, H e n ry IV , P a rt 2: III, 1, 31) was painfully tru e o f Q ueen Elizabeth I o f England, whose decayed, diseased teeth torm ented her night and day and may have caused her death.
M ysteries concerning the Q ueen's life and loves rem ain to be solved, but the state o f her oral health has been conveyed in painful detail by the letters, journals, and other recorded observations o f her contem poraries and near contem poraries. Indirectly, literature o f the tim e illum inates the dental condition o f the Q ueen and her court as well as o f the less rarefied levels o f the E lizabe than population.
